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Dear parents,

| had prepared a completely different introduction to
the final school year’s newsletter, a year that was al-
most to include a whole ten months on campus for
the students with no interruptions from COVID. As |
remember writing just a year ago, “Hope for the best,
prepare for the worst!”

Here we are, with a slightly less than high-octane end
to the school year, fizzling out with a bit of online
learning, and a lot of safety checks. This end of year
was to include a graduation spectacular, special pro-
jects, and special goodbyes and celebrations in home-
rooms.

We were however lucky to have our Grade 9 Drama
production evenings, our “Wholly You” day in support
of student well-being, our ULink Talk event, and Com-
puter Science competition, all just before the local
emergency hit. In addition, our end of year careers
week for our Grade 9, our Grade 10 introduction to A-
level, and our external examinations could all still go
ahead, although, at time of writing they haven’t all
happened yet, so... “Hope for the best!”

| looked in vain for a value closely connected with
“hope” in our guiding statements as a school, but it’s
hard to find. “Hope” can be an act of human will to-
wards the future, towards a goal that, though not in-
evitable, is nevertheless generally acquired by perse-
verance and determination. Some of the obstacles
that are thrown in front of us in life are not of our
making, but many are.

“Hope” can also be blind, or lead to the feeling of lack
of control, “what will be, will be”. That sort of feeling
can take control after taking important examinations!

It’s true that once the examinations are over the out-
come, though not known for a few weeks, has been
decided. It's easy at that time for students to sink
back into a lethargy of waiting for the results but that
attitude isn’t helpful. It just wastes time!

Students, take charge! Encourage your child to move
ahead with their goals this summer and for them to
spend some time most days on study and completing
their homework tasks. Let’s not wait for examination
result to improve our knowledge and understanding
of what we will continue to study next year.
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Welcome / FFEiE

| wish you and your family a wonderful, restful, and R EmEe
RXAEE—1

healthy summer, full of joy and adventure.
EW. T

Prepare for success, and let’s hope for a better world

in the future. R, XN7H
X R #1 B & /Y
We encourage our students to work towards under- 5x
standing the world and making a positive contribu- °
tion. NI eSS, ILERAIBBRERRE S IFAIH
Happy holidays! .
BNNARBMFES N THRER, FAHFRMH
FRAITIER,
{FRHEATER/R!
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CAIE and Edexcel exams

By June 11, May/June CAIE exam will have come to
the end and also Edexcel Maths exams(unseen ma-
terials) have also been finished. We hope all the
students have tried their best and will get good re-
sults. The results will be release in Mid of August.
Students will receive their individual log in infor-
mation to check the results shortly.

CAIE Oct/Nov session first entry is open for regis-
tration. Students who will take Chinese exam need
to register the exam now. Edexcel Oct/Nov exams
will be open for registration after summer holiday.
Students can get the further information via land-
ing page or e-mails.

G11 Optional courses

Current G10 students have chosen their optional
but lots of them chose three options. It doesn’t
mean the more, the better. Among the students
who chose three options but can’t manage three
options, they need to think and decide which two
they will learn. They can drop one subject in the
first two weeks of the new semester.

Academic competitions

A lot of students participated in the various compe-
titions and achieved quite good results.

American Computer Science Team Competition:
One of our teams was awarded Regional Honorable
and the team members are Tony Zha, Luwen Chen
and Harry Yang.

British Biology Olympiad: George Zhang was
awarded Bronze. Jack Wu and Bowie Zhou were
awarded Highly commended.

Physics Bowl: Sunny Xiao was awarded National
Bronze in Division I.

Intermediate British Physics Challenge: Michael
Chen was awarded Gold. Danny Ren and David
Huang were awarded Silver.

Senior British Physics Challenge:

Alan Fang, Ryan Si, Stellar Su, Aries Chen and Henry
Tang were awarded Gold. Evan Chen and Nancy
Zhang were awarded Bronze.
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British Chemistry Olympiad:

Jack Wu, Bowie Zhou, Bob Feng, Victor Chuen Kam
and Tiya Hu were awarded Bronze.

Euclid Competition:

Shirley Deng and Stellar Su were awarded Distinc-
tion.

NEC:

Lawrence Ye and Wilson Liu were awarded Qualify-
ing Test Individual Distinction Award. One team
was awarded Regional Overall Team Awards Bronze
and the team member are Lawrence Ye, Wong Chin
Long Lowis and Thomas Luo. Two teams were
awarded Super Econ! Overall Team Awards and the
team members are Kelvin Pan, Wilson Liu; Oscar
Liang, Owen Ma, Jacky Huang and Ozil Huang.

REWF RIS

Jack Wu, Bowie Zhou, Bob Feng, Victor Chuen Kam
FMTiya Hu 62 [EF3X15HE,
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We are fast approaching the end of the school year and
the school is still very much a hive of activity, which you
will be able to read about in this final newsletter of the
year. The rite of passage for Grade 12 approaches with
their Graduation and new Grade 9 ‘s will be joining the
school at the start of the next academic year.

One of the things we will be focusing on next year
across different subjects on top of the exam related ma-
terial, are the minimum key skills that students will ac-
quire in order for them to succeed. One of the ways
Grade 10 students will be using the skills they have
learnt this year is in the cross curricular unit which will
start during the month of May onwards through project
based learning. Project based learning has the potential
to teach key skills and knowledge in a more engaging
and real — world way. It is built on the principle that
students learn better when they are taught through real
world problem solving, project based activities that en-
courage enquiry based, hands on lessons that are stu-
dent led. There are many benefits of this type of learn-
ing and we are confident students will be able to use
these skills in the future. Some of the benefits are listed
below,

¢ Increase involvement and retention of information

e Encourages critical thinking skills /deeper levels of un-
derstanding

e Supports communication & collaboration
* Boost grades/academic achievement
e Increases student motivation

e Teaches real life world problem solving /helps stu-
dents to become lifelong learners by requiring them to
apply the knowledge they have learned to everyday or
real life problems (putting their subject in context)

* Positively affects students attitude towards learning
® Prepares students for higher education
* Integrates knowing and doing

» Teaches students that it is not enough to information,
but rather being able to use the information they have
in a meaningful and productive way

e Organise presentations around a given holistic prob-
lem enabling them to make more connections

Summer work will be set for students Grade 9-11. |
would like to encourage all students to read over the
summer. It has been proven through research that,
“Children who read for pleasure are likely to do signifi-
cantly better at school than their peers, according to
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new research from the Institute of Education (IOE)”

The IOE study, examined the effect of reading for
pleasure on cognitive development over time. It found
that children who read for pleasure made more pro-
gress in Math’s, vocabulary and spelling between the
ages of 10 and 16 above those who rarely read. Dr. Al-
ice Sullivan conducted the research and Matt Brown
from the IOE.

“It may seem surprising that reading for pleasure
would help to improve children’s Math grade,” she
said. “But it is likely that strong reading ability will ena-
ble children to absorb and understand new information
and affect their attainment in all subjects.”

This study emphasizes the importance of encouraging
children to read even in our digital age. E-readers can
offer easy access to books and newspapers and it is im-
portant that they are encouraged to read particularly in
the teenage years where they tend to read less.

| hope you enjoy reading the rest of the newsletter and
these nuggets of information on teaching & learning.

What’s Up this Month in EAL?

Off to End the Year with this Inspirational Event—The
Online Career Awareness Week

What an exciting way to end the year of our ninth grad-
ers with their Career Awareness Week as the College
Application Services Offices teams up with English as an
Additional Language Department in making this hap-
pen.

This event is initiated to help our dearest grade 9 stu-
dents in identifying their strengths that will match their
suitable career in the future. Other than that, students
can understand how their current subjects; their future
A-level subjects and their personal choices will affect
their future life roles, particularly their choices for a ca-
reer.
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The schedule for this Career Awareness Week is as fol-  ZXERNZRwERNBEELHEOT
lows:

June 10- Thursday EAL Teams Class s

68108 (Fm) EALZ F3RE « Career Assessment BRMI T
o Occupation Research BRIV E[E)EE

June 11- Friday EAL Teams Class Si the link for the C Guid Talk on Wednesday ZiTiB42 %

ign-up on the link for the Career Guidance Talk on Wednesda;

6B1IE (BR) EALS H3TiE sn-p ¢ v
[EERE S IHEE

June 15- Tuesday EAL Teams Class o Creation of Curriculum Vitae (CV) S{EPMABH

6B158 (BX) EALZ LIRS

e Career Guidance Talk from different speakers (BRA5SHEE)
Accounting (£115) - Ms. Judy Alonzo
Art (ZAK) - Mr. Ye Jianguang
Business (55%) - Mr. Lesley Burrows
Finance (££55%) - Ms. Wang Haitao
June 16- Wednesday Grade %V Ceill;e;l; ;Anvls;areness Information Technology ({SE%&H%)- Ms. Naomi DeJesus Ronquillo
cB16H (A=) By — Maths (#%) - Mr. Richard Brodniansky
v Psychology (J8%) - Ms. Hilda Fan
* College Application Questions/Inquiries will be answered by the CAS G9

TEAM through Microsoft Teams (FHFIESAE T AGOF IR MAF EIEEER):
Homeroom 9A - Ms. Leean.Zhang Homeroom 9B - Ms. Frances Sun
Homeroom 9C - Ms. Renne Chen Homeroom 9D - Ms. Frances Sun
Homeroom 9E - Ms. Fiona Liu Homeroom 9F - Ms. Letty He
Homeroom 9G - Ms. Ivy Lin

June 17- Thursday EAL Teams Class * Mock Interview &l
6B178 (M) EALZ L3RE * Survey (for feedback) B&EAE (EFIRIR)

Hoping this will be new, fun, exciting and enlightening  FAIHBE, XKERIREAM IR AEE. G, ©
for our dearest year 9 students. This event will some- ANMESHIEREEMAR, hEEEET RS
how help them have concrete ideas on what they can . . . S,

do now while in high school, to assure success in univer- BRZFE, BN INERSFERTLMIRE
sity and their adult life.(From Jocelyn Ymbong, HoD EAL/  {EFRREAREL, TERFASFFIERIATFEPENE R

English Teacher,
? ) . (EFE: EALZER/ZEE#fiocelyn Ymbong)
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Kickstarter for CS GO!

CS GO! If you are not familiar with this term, you
may not belong to what we called Alpha Genera-
tion. CS: GO or Counterstrike: Global Offensive is a
kind of an online game pits with two teams of five
players against each other, with each team having
to complete certain objectives to win. Each team
takes on the role of the Terrorists, while the other
team are the Counter-Terrorists.

The concept of the competition that the ULink CS
Intruders organized was based on this game. The
event was made possible by our 11th graders,
namely Nick Tsai (Leader), Jerry Li (Logistic), Daniel
Shuai (Content Producer) and Stellar Su (Artist).
They were all involved from conceptualization,
preparation of materials until the night of execu-
tion. Each of member has indeed devoted their
time and skills despite of their busy schedule and
revisions for their external on-going examinations.

[CS Intruders Team - Picture from left to right Jerry Li, Nick
Tsai, Naomi Ronquillo, Joanne Guan, Stellar Su, Daniel Shuai]

On 24th May of 2021, the first ULink Computer Sci-
ence competition was held at the Lecture Hall. The
competition consisted of 3 Rounds (Online Quiz, IP
Address Hunting, Who Wants to Be the Adminis-
trator) where all participants were given a chance
to demonstrate their knowledge and skills through
various tasks provided. From 36 students who did
the 1st round thru Online Quiz, 20 students were
chosen to compete as group of 4 with 5 members
each to make it on the 2nd round. Whilst the re-
maining 16 students were still part of the night
competition. They were asked to create an interac-
tive game using Scratch program. On the 3rd
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[Stellar assisting participants in doing the IP Address
Hunting Task]
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round, 10 students were chosen to have a head-to-
head challenge through the “Who Wants to Be The
Administrator” game. Three students with the
highest mark were declared as winners.

Some of the participants gave their feedback of
their CS GO Experience.

“I was excited when | got the third prize. This event
is a helpful way to put all the lessons we have in
class and put into this kind of activity. It was not
really hard, but it motivated me a lot in the further
Computer Science study.”

— Chloe Chen, Grade 9 3rd Winner

“It's my pleasure to be part of this competition and
it’s my honor to win the second price. In this com-
petition, | worked hard and finally qualified to stay
in the last round. The fun part is the - group work
wherein we had to pass a lot of hard checkpoint
and solve all the difficulties by brainstorming. |
must say that “Winning or losing is not important,
what matters is that you participated, you tried
your best, you learned from it.”

— Cido Fang, Grade 9 2nd Winner

“I enjoyed this activity very much and won the first
prize. My teammates are very cooperative and
won the first prize in team activity. Being part of
this event CSGO is my honor. | learned a lot and |
will participate for sure again next year.”

—Leo Luo, Grade 9 1st Winner

During the planning stage of this competition, we
insisted on the purpose of fun, cooperation, and
novelty. Then, we combined the popular social
game called CS GO with some basic CS knowledge
to make this competition fun and more engaging
but at the same time increase their knowledge for
future learning of CS. | hope in seeing more stu-
dents to join in our team next year! So, please join
us! | always believe that wonderful things are
about to happen...

-Jerry Li, Grade 11 - CS Intruders Logistics

“On the actual day of the competition, | was so
nervous and anxious, thinking that this maybe was
all a mistake. However, on that same night, | have
decided to make this successful — the very first CS
competition organized by ULink students. | claimed
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that this will be the best
night for all. | made sure
that | will not regret lead-
ing the team because |
know to myself that | al-
ways aim for the BEST. To
also be the best student | can be in ULink school.

Surprisingly, this competition was totally beyond of
my expectations. The participants quickly fell into
the mood of competing with the other groups, and
everyone is enjoying this interactive and fun envi-
ronment.

Through this experience of organizing a competi-
tion, | have broadened my horizon by knowing
more students who have passion in Computer Sci-
ence and improved my communication skill and
managing events like this greatly. | truly under-
stand the significance of team work now, and | am
very proud to explore the world in the different
views with the team CS Intruders. | hope to witness
another CS festival next year!”

-Nick Tsai, Grade 11 CS Intruders Leader

“The first ever CS Go was well planned and execut-
ed, setting high standards for the next ones. This
kind of student-initiated event should be done
more regularly at our school. Congratulations to
the organizing team led my Ms. Naomi! Looking
forward to the CS Go 2022!”

— Miss Judee Bacus - HOD Maths/IT Dept

CS Intruder
is organized
to provide a
venue for
students
who are
passionate
in the field
of technolo-
gy - most especially for those who are already tak-
ing Computer Science course. Students who belong
to this group are expected to generate, advance,
and share common interests. The group meets
during ASA time and plans on CS activities such as
workshops, events, projects, and other network
opportunities among ULink students.
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Initially this computer event’s goal is to use this as
opportunity to demonstrate what they learned for
the entire year in an interesting and fun way. We
combined CS theoretical concepts and practical ap-
plication together through a game mechanism. In
this way, students also benefit from teamwork,
and at the same time help them to build logical
thinking abilities.

Overall, it is indeed my pleasure to work with this
young people who have great passion to technolo-
gy. This event must have brought them into a new
level of learning experience not only technically
but more of a project management, “can-do-
attitude”, commitment to tasks, self-confidence
and more. As their coach, | am also inspired to
think more, explore more and be a better version
of teacher in the field of Computer Science. | hope
and believe that there is more in store for us.

So, to a more CS Go next year! Cheers! (From Naomi
De Jesus-Ronquillo, Computer Science Teacher)

HELEZEBAR
2UELEAIEFEEF
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BREXXITETR
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BENE, FETTENRZ RIS
FRR RS HE—E. thEL, FZETLUUNERE
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JAll Grade 9 Participants together with the CS Intruders Team]

Drama: the Magic of Growth

Theatre allows students to grow and shine while
drama performance immerses students into a
completely different world. It is always amazing to
witness students’ growth during a drama produc-
tion. That is also why drama never fails to fascinate
students. Of course, this kind of magic works on
this year Grade 9 students.

It has been my pleasure to teach drama to Grade 9
students during my first year of teaching at ULink
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College. They are lovely, polite, energetic, creative
and passionate. They enjoyed every drama lesson,
every chance to practice the drama techniques, es-
pecially when preparing for the performance of A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. As their drama teacher,
| have confidence in them, so | chose to set it up as
a student-led production, where students take the
leading role in acting and all the back-up work. To
my surprise, the outcome was magical.

They have become more mature and responsible
because everyone had a role in the production,
whether they were actors or the supporting back-
up team. Before the show, students took on differ-
ent roles of the promotion, from designing tickets,
handmaking posters to inviting students from other
grades to watch their classmates’ show. Mean-
while, the actors practiced their lines during our
drama lessons, and even during self-study time.
What a joy to see students involved in every mo-
ment of the production!

Interestingly, the students became increasingly de-
manding with regards to the final product. What |
heard the most frequently was ‘I think it is not good
enough’. This simple sentence shows their determi-
nation, passion and love for the whole production.
What’s more, it also means they have been chasing
for excellence rather than merely grades or results
in the process. At the end, they treat the excellence
performance as their own goal. | hope this attitude
will pass on in their future life.

Last but not least, a
lot of them have
improved their
communication
skills. 1 understand
nowadays students
prefer to chat
through online so-
cial media applications, but it does not work in dra-
ma production as they need to talk, negotiate and
collaborate with each other in a production. | know
some of them argued during the rehearsals, but |
would consider it as a lesson for students to learn
how to deal with the different opinions from oth-
ers. | am glad to see them accepting others and
working as a team.

12 / 19 pages

EXRENR. TR, Erl. Bhzih, BeliE
DMEIHRE. MNEZE—ERER. 51
HIWRIRION S, TEHEERR (hERZ
&) EWR., FARNRIRREIZED, FHXIMBA)E
Oigim, Frld, BIEBRAIENFEZE, ILFE
A (MERZE) REMMEEE LIFNES
&, MERZHE, EmEHHEAITE],
TieRER, REBEIFAR, BIMZEERE
DRET—IBE, BMEELEEEINSEN
BRER. IELR, FENBEFAENEESD
T, NgHHR. FIEESREBBEEFRF
EMEELEBMN—FED. B, ERND
HERAENEIR L, EEBIWEGIEGH. F
EMRANEFRE— M BHEERLAREIE !
IRHFERMXEBEZFE, FENIIK
REXEKHE, HiE, "BIANXERET
EREENZEOPRIIN—0IE, XBAERT
i IS RZFRAEFIAZ., FEENE, X
BHREMIEREKRE, EAMRNAES
CHBEMR, MAMXYNERREER, FAERM]
FELAGRIE R RERISHXMSE.

BIXORENR, AOFERS T tIANDERE
BIEFTAL, MENZFEREREIALAEIR, M
FRREFIR, BXLEERISEIERAEER.
A, ENFREFEFEEK. FEME.
BANEMA PRI —E AR AR, (B
SABBEFR—IAERE, ILFEFIIRt
BS5HEMMAFTRNELN. BREXEIbIZN
fib A, FLA—P BRI T .



2455 T {E / Academic Affairs

Grade 9 students, | am feeling thankful to witness eve-
ryone of your growth during this A Midsummer Night’s
Dream production. Without a doubt, next year, we will
produce another fantastic show!

Deep down my heart, | hope all of you have grown in
the way you want.

Some of the students gave their feedback of their dra-
ma experience.

From Momo Zhang (Bottom from Act 4)

Firstly, | would like to thank Miss Joanna and my class-
mates, | really hope that we can work together next
year as welll | was so glad, as well as surprised when |
was chosen for the role of Bottom, so | decided to re-
view my lines as many times as possible. Unfortunately,
accidents happen. When | was on the stage, the micro-
phone didn’t work. | had to shout to the audience so
that they could hear me. Dramatically, when | shouted,
the microphone suddenly started working and it fright-
ened the audiences. | was embarrassed but when the
audience applauded me as support, | was suddenly
filled with confidence, which supported me ftill the end
of my performance.

From Frieda Wang (Helena from Act 1)

Helena was an unexpected gift for me, and it was also
an enormous challenge. Our EAL teacher gave us an
open questionnaire before we were allocated roles. |
remember | wrote “no male character” and | didn’t ex-
pect that | would be chosen as a character, especially
the main character. Undoubtedly, it gave me so much
pressure. Shakespeare said: “there are a thousand Ham-
lets in a thousand people’s eyes.” My ambition is to
show my own Helena to the audience, for which |
watched many editions of AMND and communicated
with my friends about this character. Thanks to my EAL
classmates, Miss Lilian, Miss Joanna. They gave me posi-
tive comments, created a good atmosphere to rehearse
in and advised me on how to act better. Also, | want to
thank the audience who enjoyed my interpretation of
Helena.
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From Franny He (Prop Team)

Last week was Mid-summer Night’s Dream G9 drama
show, | was so proud to be a member of the prop
group, because we made a wonderful handcrafted
background with Miss Joanna. We started preparing the
props for the show two weeks in advance. In all the
work we have done, the most interesting thing was
making the lawn of the wood. The lawn was also hand-
made. We asked a gardener for a big patch of grass.
Then we stuck the grass onto the paper neatly and
spread the paper on the floor. This grass paper was
both fancy and realistic. Two weeks of prop making ex-
perience made me feel the charm of making props,
which is to use our creativity and imagination.

From April Xiao (Helena from Act 2, Scene 1)

When | was chosen to play Helena, | was very hesitant
and conflicted, even a little scared. Because | had rarely
acted on the stage, nor even spoken out loud in life. Lat-
er, during repeated rehearsals in front of the whole
class and even the whole grade, | gradually overcame
this fear and got used to the feeling of performing on
the stage. On the day of the performance, when | stood
on the stage, the tension suddenly disappeared, and |
suddenly realized that the role was made for me.

From Jerry Yuan (Hermia from Act 2, Scene 2)

| was really excited that | got the role of Hermia, so |
want to thank teacher Joanna for letting me have this
opportunity to shine. | had a drama class in my previous
school, but most of the roles | played were male roles or
some supporting roles. Personally, | really want to try
female characters by imitating their gestures and tones
to present the performance. The process was an amaz-
ing experience, such as stepping on dress all the time.
My thick wig had to be well groomed before the show.
Besides, putting on makeup takes a lot of effort. All of
these let me sigh, "alas, it is SOOO00000000 difficult
to be a beautiful girl!"
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From Cido Fang (Demetrius from Act 2, Scene 1)
During these days learning about drama | gained a lot.

First, | need to say thank you to my drama teacher Miss
Joanna, as she has led us to this wonderful lesson and
taught us a lot of knowledge and specific details about
drama. | really appreciate this.

Secondly, this is the first time that | have read a script.
I‘ve never acted out any script before either. Before | had
this drama lesson, | was always described as a man who
seldom shows empathy because | was not patient enough
to find out what people are thinking. However, after this
drama production, | have tried to empathize because |
need to know the mood of the character in the script,
which helps me to know others’ feelings in daily life.

Finally, after the preparation and the performance, | now
communicate with people more confidently. | have
gained a lot of experience on how to act realistically and
I've conquered my stage fright.

From Vivian Feng (Titania from Act 3, Scene 1)

| think acting as Titania is a big challenge for myself, be-
cause it is my first time for playing drama. To be honest,
when | was chosen as Titania, | was nervous. The first
guestion came into my mind is if | am qualified for this
role. Can | remember so many lines? My sister told me:
No not grinding away at yourself, just do it. And then so |
do. The fact is | succeed and enjoyed the stage.

From Sylvia Liu (Tickets Designer)

The first ticket | designed was for English Advanced and
EAL B.The idea of this ticket is from the renaissance, the
day of Shakespeare. So | tried to put some European vin-
tage drawings on it to make it look elegant.

Then | designed the second and third tickets, for EAL A to
F relatively. In the ticket for EAL E, A and F, forest ele-
ments can be found. The idea is from the original work,
where the main story happened in the forest.

The inspiration of the last ticket is similar to the first one
but somehow mixed with a little forest elements.

(From Joanna Pan, EAL Team/English Teacher)
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G10 Cross Curricular Project

“OMG...NOT ANOTHER MAGAZINE ARTICLE”

| can see it in their glazed lifeless eyes. | can hear it in
the faint flicker of aluminium paper, stuck to the
sweaty pyramid of the ‘Toblerone’ dark chocolate bar
on the student’s desk. | take a deep breath and try to
muster up some energy for the task. | clap my hands
limply, maybe once or twice, but no more than three
times. “OKAYYY...you know the drill...Paper 2...Question
1..Directed Writing...Magazine Article... Title, Topic,
Background, Discussion, Predictions, Conclusion...450
words...guys, let’s do this”! Nothing. The stupefying
ethereal odor of apathy seduces the room into a disqui-
eting comfortable silence. Welcome to my world.

Back in the staff room, | fall into the executive chair,
and wait for the physical and mental sinking into ano-
nymity. A cartoonlike figure, peering over a disheveled
heap of broken ideas and empty promise. | seek solace
in my inbox. With a pathetic sigh | open the email from
Emilio. “Could you please write a short article about
our ongoing G10 cross-curricular project to be pub-
lished in the ULC Newsletter”? | picture Emilio sitting on
a golden powdered sandy beach...possibly Boracay.
There is no resentment. Just a profound sense of per-
sonal failure.

An old mentor once said, “don’t ask anybody to do
something, you wouldn’t do yourself”, and | remem-
bered the faces of the undead in my classroom. My im-
mediate future was now clear. | have to write the mag-
azine article. If | don’t, what sort of teacher am I? So, at
least 450 words, in no more than an hour. I'll even in-
clude the headings for them. Here goes!

Title — CROSS CURRICULAR OR JUST CROSS-WIRED?
Topic —

QU is the end of the academic year. g time which is both
celebrated and dreaded 6# students and teachers alike. Ut
3 /:lagued 6# the Global /mn.dem.ic of intetnational exams,
and exube‘zant{y tg’oiced as the dootwa# to freedom - to
video games, on-line A/zopping, and. [ just c/u'llin.g on the Aofa.
oBat this /:e'ciod of con.t'caclicto':é( emotions spawns futt/z.et
dilemmas. What to do with the students du'u'n.g and after
exams? cffow do we gently extinguish the smoldeting em-
bers of burnt out teachers, while kindle intexest in the
damp sodden minds of the students, and more im.,oo'ctant@,

AatB]g the concerns of the demandin.g fee-laaéu‘ng paxents?
th yes...a pt%iect! oBette'c still...a cross-curricular /;'ccy'ect!
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Background —

Qn the hallowed halls of academia ‘ctoss-cutricular’

desetves xespect. cfhe delicate allitexation allows for
seamless associations with L‘ndependent lea'uu’n.g, exiti-
cal t/zin.kin.g, constructive coordination, and can even
be stretched into personal discovery and global citizen-
ship. gftecording to intellects such as gMatthew fynch
‘cross-curriculat teaching is the essence of collabora-
tion...it xequites the math teacher to align with the
literature teacher, who aligns with the axt teacher...it
is xeflective of xeal life...a training ground for future
flove away

literature cireles’ - Lf any /»eudo-edacationaliét wants

interaction”, 'metacognition " and

to impress (and many of us do), ‘cxoss-curricular’ is
the word you want to 6anc§¢ around!

Discussion —

‘dnd t/leteb# /z.an.gé a tale”,

words we throw out to intimidate a less con.ﬁclen.t col-

Qs it Just one of those

league? Qs it zeal, ox is it like a whole school assem-
6{#', a fagade, a tick in the box of an in.bpecto'c'b ac-
ereditation?

Jhe theme for this years 10 project was premature-
Q called “c/1# Jfost Covid World”. U produced some
genuinely inspiting wortk. global inequalities wete
/u;g/zlig/zted, and ‘beaat‘y in the datkness’ was found.
We temembered the thrills of live entextainment, zec-
ogn.ized human achievement, and moutned for out
dying planet. cJhe texts produced wete vatied, interest-
ing and creative. oBo'u'n.g essays were pushed aside for
attwork, video, and live performance. oﬁat did we get
it night?
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&0 student fuwen Chen welcomed “the opportuni-
ty to develop skills not notmalg used” and pﬁé{éicé
teacher Johnathan QYfang agreed that a cross-
curwiculat a,o,o'coac/l was ‘the 'u;g/r.t t/u’n.g to do, 6# en-
couraging independent leatning”. dJhis was supported
by HCD &ecience Famuel Juma who put forward
‘;otg‘ects like this help students to think and sé(n.t/ze-
size information”. oBat others felt it was a missed op-
portunity. ftG_D dffumanities gmbiga cNaidu want-
ed more control of the product of the prgject, and
math teacher Judee °Bc:zcaA obsexved ‘the timing of
the project is bad. U needs a longer process to coordi-
nate cxitical thinking, independent leatning and incor-
porate global citizenship ". Some Just didn't get it at
all. Saby Yang £10 °D looked into space, confused “2
can't see the connections...how can music tie in with
Physics”? £10% student dfigex Wu with characteris-
tic honesty muted “all this stuff they talk about, like
the cutting down of foxests, and killing rhinos...2
don 't see how that has got anything to do with me”.

Predictions —

Surely actions speak louder than words. cfhe quality
of the work that was produced 6# 37 0 students shouts
convincingly in support of such projects. U will take
time for both teachers and students to change the old
habits and rwoutines, but this multi-layered approach
has got to be the way forward.

Conclusion —

yeb, the chains of out students’ intellectual lockdown
aze to be zeleased and the wires axe to be connected.
Jdhe A/zop signs of 'Sott#, we axe closed’ axe to be e-
placed by ‘Welcome, we axe open...to new ideas’.

gob completed, fo'cy-et;g/zt minutes of writing...and
you know what...in the words of &ean cflelntyre “1
am enthused...and lookin.g forward  to cfn.glib/z
Week"!

Bibliography -

/1tt,oA.-/ /www.t/zeedadvocate.otg » pros-and-cons-of-

cos...

(From Peter Mckeown, English Teacher)

G10FHEE4E Luwen Chen IR “tEFAEHBR
BERU " T, ¥8&IH Johnathan Yang
WINABEZRIMER "[ERIME, SFEHRT
BEFY" . XEETRFHEABKSamuel  Juma
RIsHF, ftiEd "XEERNIB AL FERER
SELEER" . BEREEANAXE—NMEER
&, ANFRIEHAKAMbiga Naidu BEESHE
EZIMBFE(ER, #E2E)0 Judee Bacus Wiz
B "ZIEETHRNAERS, BERE—1IEKW
SRR FERANMHIMRL, MI7FIFILEK
rREIR" . BEFEHIRESEHZE, G10DIH
BGaby YangiaskBEXZT, W=R, "HELR
BITEMBE. ... . SRNASYIEES" ? G10GH
HZE4Tiger WursEFBRIMSE, AT TR,

“f1ICHIFTEXLER, tLNmEHNK. B
R REAHERBETAXE" .

i -

LR, BLHTIERE. G10 FERETRIFRNR
2, SAUMRRIRIARIX—IE. ZIMiIFEER
HEREREEZIBRIINRIITE, XD RIRAIH
FRRRIREBAIBATRIF A,

e -

2B, BAIFENEDEERTT, FRZERAIA
REREEER, (EXFAR, ) "YWRE,
MXRIIT" BUSHEISH "WRIRI], FAIRIFHEE
FTSE" BUYS,

NEFHK T, FER480H.... ARMIXIEND. ... X1,
ZjE4HSean Mcintyrelid, “"BARNE..... HIFIOE
BRYZEIR" !

SEHE -
https:// www.theedadvocate.org »
pros-and-cons-of-cros...

(B ZBiE#)fPeter Mckeown)

18 / 19 pages



2455 T {E / Academic Affairs

The professional development

Looking back on this year’s teacher professional devel-
opment, the theme was action research. As early as the
beginning of the school year, in September 2020, each
teacher started the first step in the action research cy-
cle, which was to determine a topic of research. In Oc-
tober and November, through reading educational lit-
erature, and constructive discussions between each
other, the scope of the research was further refined.
From December to February, everyone learned the
methods of data collection and discussed with the
teachers in the group, and then determined the teach-
ing interventions and methods of collecting student
data.

Studies have shown that to ensure reasonable validity
and reliability, action researchers should avoid relying
on any single source of data. Most teacher researchers
use a process called triangulation to enhance the validi-
ty and reliability of their findings. Basically, triangula-
tion means using multiple independent sources of data
to answer one's questions. Therefore, we have also in-
troduced peer observation of the lesson. The teacher
who observes the lesson mainly focuses on the behav-
ior and learning effect of the students, and then gives
the recorded data to the observed teacher. By watch-
ing each other's lessons and collecting student data
from another perspective, the validity and reliability of
the data are further ensured. Therefore, in March, each
teacher wrote a lesson plan and shared it on the Moo-
dle forum so that other teachers could coordinate their
time to observe the lesson.

From the end of March to mid-April, teachers conduct-
ed classroom teaching interventions and collected stu-
dent data, and gathered more student data from other
teachers who observed the lesson. On the last PLR day
of the school year at the end of April, teachers report-
ed their research results and next steps for the future.
From the presentations of the teachers, | can see
teachers’ dedication to their students, teachers’ explo-
ration of the teaching theory, and the desire of im-
provement of teaching practice.

To celebrate the success of action research, during the
Happy hour in May, PLR Coordinator Grace Liu award-
ed each teacher a certificate of completion for profes-
sional training, in recognition of active participation in
PLR sessions every other week.
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Although the professional training of the school year
has come to an end, there is no end to learning. In the
next school year, ULC teacher team will carry out new
research topics and continue to move towards the goal
- better teaching outcomes.

PDQ Teaching and Learning

As the first qualified center to provide Cambridge Pro-
fessional Development Qualification (PDQ) Teaching &
Learning (T&L) program in China, our school has suc-
cessfully run the program for 5 years and has support-
ed many teachers in teaching and their students in
learning. The cohorts from 2020 to 2021 started PDQ
T&L Program last year but then stopped by close of
school due to Covid. We resumed the program in Au-
gust and finally completed in February. Congratulations
to the following candidates who received Cambridge
International Certificate in Teaching and Learning - they
are Crystal Hao, Doris Liu, Julie Zhong, Michael Chen,
Niki Luo, and Sylvia Zhao! Among 6 submissions they
got 2 Passes and 4 Distinctions! Here is the feedback
from Cambridge - This was a pleasing set of portfolios
that clearly evidenced sound engagement with the
module materials and consistent application in the can-
didates own teaching and their students' learning. Can-
didates were well supported by positive mentors who
acted as critical friends and challenged as well as sup-
ported. Based on all of the candidate submissions,
these candidates were well supported by both mentors
and the program leader.

Thanks to the input from mentors to their candidates!
The mentors are Jack Su, Jocelyn Ymbong, Judee Bacus,
Nigel Ross, Richard Brodniansky and Ruth Cumberland.
We greatly appreciate mentors’ contribution and com-
mitment of time, energy and expertise on behalf of the
mentees.

Now the second cohort has finished all guided learning
sessions with the program leader Grace. We wish them
all the best in their lesson observations in August!

Parent class - Critical thinking and creative thinking

A parent class entitled critical thinking and creative
thinking was held in late April. Due to the limited
space, we selected 30 parents out of around 60 to par-
ticipate. Based on the previous foundation parent clas-
ses (parent-child communication and CAS support),
PLRCoordinator Grace Liu and G9 GLC Yivan Tang have
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added three parent classes, which are related to teach-
ing and learning in ULC classrooms. The purpose is to
enable parents to understand the teaching mode of
international schools from another dimension, in order
to stimulate communication between parents and chil-
dren. In addition, we also teach parents ideas of coach-
ing and how to communicate with kids using coaching
methods. We aim to further integrate school education
and family education by this new type of parent class.
The feedback from parents has shown that they wel-
come and look forward to more of this type of parent
class.

In the April parent class, Ms. Yivan Tang (G9 GLC and
EAL teacher) introduced what critical thinking and crea-
tive thinking are about, then let parents know some
ways in which how ULC teachers cultivate these two
kinds of thinking in classrooms. Afterwards, parents
participated in activities, like how their kids doing inter-
active communication in class, to understand how
different subject teachers cultivate critical thinking and
creative thinking skills. Finally, Ms. Yivan talked about
how to structure powerful questions, changing the way
of asking questions, in order to stimulate children
thinking.

School education and family education are inseparable.
They can learn from each other to achieve more. We
look forward to having more opportunities to create
high-quality parent classrooms. Together with parents
and we together empower children to grow.
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ULINK TALK
ULink Talk is one of
the most important
academic activities in
ULC. Students will
stand on the stage to
share their point of
views by connecting
with the current hot
topics and express their ideas from different perspec-
tives around the theme. The purpose of the event
was to develop student’s public speaking skills, culti-
vate their confidence to present themselves in front
of the others, and of to improve their critical thinking
skills when based on their understanding of the topic.

The topic of this year is CHALLENGE, it can be person-
al issue to solve, it can be tasks to achieve, it can be a
thing of human beings... the wonderful presentations
were delivered by three student speakers and two
parent speakers. Although it was a pity for not having
our teacher involved on the stage at this time, but it
was our great honor to have our parents involved, it
was the first time, but it won't be the last time.
Here are the names of our speakers:
G9A Chelsea Chen
G9D Rex Huang
G11G Rebecca Chen
Ms. Connie (parent)
Mr. Evan (parent)
Last but not least, thank you for our students, par-
ents, and staff, who had made such a great effort to
our school event, to fully support our students who
were working hard to make this event happen, and to
be the good example to the others.
Hope to see more of you to stand on the stage for the
next ULINK TALK!!!!

By Kitty He, Student Life Coordinator / Student Union

Advisor
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Latest events from V.A.

During the vacation, many students participated in
different kinds of volunteer activities: congee ser-
vice, small animal protection association, street
office volunteers and so on.

Last year's Love Chari-
ty was absent because
of the epidemic. This
year, the Volunteer
Association  brought
new products with a
new look, and
planned the activities sincerely. We held this chari-
ty together with Yingdong School, NCPA, Linked,
ASDAN and Nansha Time Bank. Thanks to the
above organizations and institutions for their great
support to our activities, without their efforts and
help, our activities could not be successful like we
expected.

In this year's, we break the record of money that
we donated. It was the most interesting and partic-
ipated charity in history.

By Dane Li, Volunteer Association Advisor

2021 IELTS Spring Course and Subjects Tutoring
Course

The 2021 IELTS Spring Course and Subjects Tutor-
ing Course have been successfully completed, and
the course effect is gratifying, and has won the
unanimous praise of all students. The Learning
Center will continue to bring up characteristic
IELTS and subject tutoring after the starting of
summer semester of 2021. Parents can pay more
attention to the information released on campus,
as well as the news of the official micro blog. See
you next semester!
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Under the epidemic
In late May, we experienced the recurrence of the
epidemic again, and the Learning Center also gave
various support and adjustment within the school
according to the specific policies: the curriculum
was changed from offline teaching to online teach-
ing; Make sure the teacher can follow up the learn-
ing situation of each student in class; To provide
extra help for students who are preparing for the
CAIE exam. | hope that the students who are also
working hard to prepare for the exam in this spe-
cial period can achieve the ideal results in June's
CAIE exam.
From Zach Zhang, Campus Learning Center Assis-
tant
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College Application Updates

After having most of the decisions from universities in
May, we can now say it's almost the end of our college
application journey for this year, while we are still ex-
pecting a few more to come. From this year’s admis-
sion selection process, we can see the competition for
applying to UK is even more intense. Like LSE, this year
they received 26,353 applications for just 1751 places
(15 applications for each place). Many excellent stu-
dents this year are rejected, meeting the entry require-
ments and a good personal statement are not a guar-
antee that an offer will be made. They also look at, but
is not limited to, academic reference, and applicant’s
potential, motivation, skills and qualities also form an
important part of the selection process.

Not only the exceptional rises in the number of applica-
tions, COVID-19 has also brought uncertainty for uni-
versity applications this year, so students have all been
encouraged to apply to multiple countries/ regions in
order to better cope with this uncertainty and challeng-
es. However, challenge also brings opportunities, Uni-
versity of Marco, Marco university of Sciences and
Technology first time open their admission to Mainland
Chinese Students with International qualification. More
than 20 students had submitted their applications to
Macao in last two weeks. We are expecting to receive
their decisions in coming months.
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Career Guidance and Individual College Counselling on —¥—ENES/HF'SifiSEEh

-going
Despite the fact that the A-level course selection pro-
cess was completed earlier, G10 students were encour-
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those students might still have doubts or concerns of
their academic pathway of college profession in the
future to make individual appointment with our CAS
teams, help to set goals and action plans for study
and/or life. Our career counsellor also provided re-
sources of career exploration, e.g. website that intro-
duces careers related to certain A-level subjects, were
shared with students via TEAMS, to help students get a
more comprehensive idea about different occupations
in the real world.

Career Talks and School Visits

In April, the world’s fa-
mous violinist Mr. Haoli
Lin visited ULC and deliv-
ered a superb master
class/career talk to the
G9 and G10 students. By
sharing his journey of
music both in China and
in the U.S., Mr Lin revealed how to turn something you
like into something you are passionate about. In addi-
tion, Mr. Lin demonstrated his extraordinary level of
violin by giving instructions to the two lucky students at
ULC.

The representative from Durham University, University
of Leeds, University of Nottingham visited ULC in
March/April and shared with the G11 students the
most up-to-date admission information, especially the
current situation under the COVID-19 circumstance.
The career counsellor, who graduated from Durham
University, shared with the students her personal expe-
rience of living and studying in Durham.
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The May 25 Self-Care Day

May 25 is National Mental Health Day. The pronuncia-
tion of "525" is similar to "I love me". The core content
of "525" is to care for yourself, understand yourself,
accept yourself. Pay attention to one's mental health
and spiritual growth, improve one's mental quality, and
then care for others and the society.

On May 25, the school' career advisor and counselor
brought a 525 self-care flash activity, titled "Wholly
You". Activities include:

- "Unlock" the surprise -- by "coin to get the twisted
egg" way to draw their own little surprise gift.

- "Self-care Station" -- write down the theme of self-
care/self-encouragement/self-drive on the card provid-
ed. After writing down the card, you can keep it and
send it to others, or you can choose to paste it on the
activity board, or send it to others through the growth
mentor.

- Vote for Favorite Self-Care "Tips" -- During the activi-
ty, there will be a number of self-care methods on the
activity board for reference. Students and staff can
vote on the methods they agree with, and they can also
write their own self-care methods on the activity
board.

During the activity, many students gained a personal
way of caring for themselves, and said they gained a
"healing" warmth and strength while having fun. We
hope that through this 525 self-care campaign, ULC
community members will be able to take better care of
their own mental health and spiritual growth, and real-
ize that while caring for others, we also need to care
for ourselves.
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Sex education class - "real life library" story sharing

session

On the afternoon of May 20th, volunteers from the
Campus Friendly Fund, an off-campus organization,
presented G11-12 students with a "Real Life Library --
Teenage Gender Life Stories Sharing Session".

At the "Real People Library" sharing session, young vol-
unteers shared their own gender stories in addition to
their gender-related knowledge. The story covers top-
ics such as LGBT self-identity, sexual harassment and
gender stereotypes. Through these concrete and true
stories, students saw the constraints of young volun-
teers under the existing gender culture, and saw the
vitality of volunteers in the face of these difficulties and
setbacks. In the sharing session, the students also ac-
tively interacted with the volunteers and shared their
feelings.

Through the stories of the volunteers and the Q&A in-
teraction with the volunteers, the students have a
clearer understanding of the real situation of each peo-
ple and how to understand their plight and challenges.
This story sharing session inspired students to think
from multiple perspectives instead of receiving
knowledge in one direction. It is also a kind of educa-
tion to cultivate students' empathy, and it is also a kind
of pluralistic education.

Email/MBFE: ava.guan@ulinkcollege.com ( Ms. Ava Guan )

Tel/EB1E: +86 (20) 39090100-6067
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hilda.fan@ulinkcollege.com ( Ms. Hilda Fan )

BIKESSSRERNAE: AQ3-108-1F
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